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ACTION COA-01 

INFO OCT-01 AF-10 ISO-OO 10-10 COME-OO SCI-04 DLOS-05 

INT-05 ACDA-10 SWF-01 CG-00 DOTE-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO 

PM-03 H-02 INR-07 L-02 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-02 RSC-01 

PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 USIA-15 EPA-04 CEQ-01 /107W 

122614 

R 051510Z NOV 74 
FM AMEMBASSY PRETORIA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 0828 
INFO AMCONSUL CAPE TOWN 
AMCONSUL DURBAN 
AMCONSUL JOHANNESBURG 

UNCLAS PRETORIA 4828 

CAPE TOWN FOR EMBASSY 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: SGEN, SF 

SUBJECT: MARINE AND SHORELINE RECREATION 
REFERENCE: STATE 225650 

1. THE SEA SHORE ACT NO. 21 OF 1935, AS AMENDED, IS THE BASIC 
LEGISLATION GOVERNING THE USE OF THE SHORE AND TERRITORIAL 
WATERS FOR ARCOUS PURPOSES, INCLUDING RECREATION. A COPY IS 
BEING POUCHED TO MISS BARNED. 

2. BASICALLY, THE SEA SHORE ACT DECLARES THE SHORE TO BE 
STATE PROPERTY AND GIVES THE GOVERNMENT THE AUTHORITY TO 
ADMINISTER IT. IN PRACTICE, MUCH OF THE AUTHORITY IS DELEGATED 
TO LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND THERE CANNOT BE SAID TO BE A "NATION" 
POLICY FOR SEA COAST RECREATION". NOR ARE THERE SPECIAL 
GOVERNMENT-SPONSORED TRANSPORTATION FACILITIES FOR TRAVEL TO 
THE SHORE. OUR DISCUSSIONS WITH GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS HAVE 
REVEALED NO SPECIAL STUDIES OF THE ECONOMIC VALUE OF COASTAL 
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3. IT MAY BE THAT EXTENSIVE INQUIRIES IN THE ACADEMIC COMMUNITY 
HERE WOULD REVEAL STUDIES OR OTHER DOCUMENTATION OF INTEREST 
TO NOAA, BUT WE HAVE LIMITED OUR INQUIRIES TO GOVERMENT 
DEPARTMENTS AND TO "READILY AVAILABLE DOCUMENTS", AS REQUESTED 
REFTEL. THERE IS, OF COURSE, LEGISLATION COVERING FISHING 
AND MARINE POLLUTION THAT RELATES TO THE RECREATIONAL USE OF 
THE SEA SHORE, BUT WE ASSUME THAT ONLY LEGISLATION LARGELY 
DIRECTED TO RECREATION IS WANTED. 
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